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Abstract

In the Anthropocene, tourism is increasingly emphasizing extractive models
that corrode local identities and commodify landscapes. This chapter
compares ecotourism strategies in peripheral regions in Lebanon’s Bekaa
Valley (Hermel, Taanayel and Rachaya) to Italy’s Garfagnana province, to
examine alternatives anchored in symbolic and spatial identity. Garfagnana
benefits from coherent governance and institutional funding, while the
Bekaa demonstrates community-based resilience rooted in urban symbols
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and socio-cultural practices. From this comparative and reciprocal learning
perspective, two interconnected strategies are proposed: theTrio-Pathway-
Model, integrating symbolic-cultural anchors, inter-ecotourism stewardship,
and socio-economic inclusion; the Trio-Pathway-Nodes Strategy, is
suggested to interconnect Baalbek, Zahle and Anjar to the trio-pathway to
strengthen territorial coherence. The chapter argues that symbolic, pluralistic,
community-led and identity-driven ecotourism, contribute to rethinking
tourism development and resilient landscapes in the Anthropocene.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Urban Symbol, Resilient Landscape, Spatial Identity,
Community-led
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