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7. Mountain Territories and Climate Change: Beyond Tourism 
Monocultures and Toward Post-Touristic Resilience

Giulia Vincenti1

Abstract

This chapter investigates the role of mountain territories in the context of 
climate change, proposing a critical rethinking of tourism-based development 
models. It argues that the marginality of mountain regions is not a natural 
condition, but a result of political and institutional processes that have 
reduced their autonomy and functional diversity. Building on the concept of 
post-tourism, the chapter explores how mountains can become laboratories of 
transition, where alternative development paths emerge through local agency, 
ecological responsibility, and territorial resilience. Drawing on examples from 
the Alps and Apennines, including the BeyondSnow project, it highlights 
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strategies that combine social innovation, community participation, and 
multifunctionality. The chapter concludes by emphasizing the potential 
of critical geography as a tool for challenging hegemonic narratives and 
supporting mountain communities in constructing sustainable, inclusive, and 
place-based futures.

Keywords: Post-Tourism; Mountain Development; Territorial Resilience; 
Climate Change; Critical Geography
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