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Abstract

In recent years, UNESCO recognition has gained increasing prominence in
the promotion of territories, cooperating in the enhancement of cultural and
natural heritages of singular interest. However, the admission of some are-
as to the World Heritage List has resulted in mass tourism, giving rise to
tensions between conservation and exploitation. The Aeolian Islands, a site
on the World Heritage List for their volcanological value, represent a signi-
ficant case in point. In the face of a strategic geological and environmental
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essence, problems persist related to governance and local perception of the
UNESCO label. This paper examines these dynamics by offering the adop-
tion of digital and participatory tools, such as interactive maps, to encourage
a conscious, decentralised and culturally sustainable fruition, enhancing the
function of local communities . To examine sustainable management models
that can be replicated in other fragile island contexts, this study combines
documentary analysis with an experimental project proposal. The proposal
aims to promote regenerative tourism practices that can enhance the cultural
identity of places, also in line with Sustainable Development Goals. This stu-
dy fits into the glocal perspective on the effectiveness of the UNESCO brand,
emphasising how crucial it is for local communities to be more involved in
decision-making processes. The case of the Aeolian Islands is an example
of how the places can redirect the meaning of heritage in the modern world.

Keywords: Aeolian Islands, UNESCO, Cultural Tourism, Territorial
sustainability, Heritage management
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