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Abstract

Mount Etna exhibits exceptional conditions where centuries-old agricultural
techniques evolved for volcanic soils have created tourism networks linking
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multiple municipalities. Based on documentary analysis from the Local
Action Group (LAG) “Terre dell’Etna e dell’ Alcantara”, this research offers
a conceptual framework explaining how traditional agricultural practices
transform into tourism experiences. Four mechanisms converting agricultural
heritage into tourism assets are identified: territorial distinctiveness from
volcanic terroir creating unique mineral profiles, certification systems
preserving authenticity through EU-recognized designations, structured
experience creation including tastings and educational programs, and cross-
sectoral development linking agriculture with hospitality. Stakeholder
analysis maps interactions between wine consortia, agricultural producers,
tourism operators, and public institutions. Successful integration depends on
governance structures such as the Etna DOC Wine Route and collaborative
mechanisms. Managers can leverage these results to develop strategic
partnerships, optimizeresourceallocation,and align tourism goals with heritage
conservation. Challenges include stakeholder fragmentation, demographic
transitions, water constraints, and authenticity-commercialization tensions.
The research contributes theoretical understanding specific to volcanic
territories while offering practical implications for comparable landscapes
globally.

Keywords: Agricultural heritage; Volcanic territories, Tourism integration;
Local Action Group, Stakeholder governance
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