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13. Disaster Tourism as Dark Anthropocene: In-between Spectral 
Geotrauma and Necro-Aesthetic
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Abstract 

This article will explain and interrogate disaster tourism as a dialectical theatre 
of the Anthropocene, where the voyeur and the mourner converge upon 
landscapes transformed into metonymic fragments of ecological and social 
rupture. In global capitalism, tourism is a part of hidden social and natural 
exploitation. Sometimes, people genuinely enjoy experiencing artificially 
created natural tourism landscapes shaped by capitalistic tendencies but 
forget to unravel what lies behind tourism scenery. In the geological event of 
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Anthropocene, as a threshold of planetary undoing, inscribes itself through 
the necrotic traces of mass anthropogenic legacy—from glacial absences, 
nuclear radioactive topographies, carbon footprints, plastic pollution, to 
the death of biodiversity caused by mass extinction. Within this critical 
philosophical approach, I argue that disaster tourism can be analyzed through 
the lens of necro-aesthetic, emerging as a recursive ritual: a pilgrimage to the 
edges of collapse, where catastrophe is curated, consumed, and reconstituted 
as spectacle. For case studies, this part will mention several instances of 
“dark tourism” in Indonesia, such as visits to sites associated with tragedies 
or disasters, like the Tsunami Museum in Banda Aceh, Sisa Hartaku Museum 
in the Merapi eruption area, or the Lapindo mudflow in Sidoarjo. These 
spaces are rendered as post-natural and post-human tourism, their materiality 
suspended between decay and exhibition. The commodification process 
aestheticizes entropy, transforming trauma into a fetishized artifact.

Keywords: Disaster Tourism, the Anthropocene, Necro-Aesthetic, Spectrality 
of Geotrauma, Advanced Capitalism
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