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Abstract

The recognition of a cultural landscape as intangible heritage has
received particular attention, especially in view of its implications for
tourism development and place branding. These concepts have often been
explored through a process-oriented approach that examines the political
dimension of heritage production, especially in tourism contexts. Global
processes intensify cultural commodification and increase tourist flows,
placing a strain on resources and heritage, despite destinations seeking to
differentiate themselves through their ‘“authenticity”, “naturalness” and
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“deep identity”. Riccione’s UNESCO application, “the Green Pearl of the
Adriatic”, for the recognition of its beaches as intangible heritage, is an
example of this process. The “beach identity” project began in 2018 and
aims to promote the cultural uniqueness of the area. However, the process
of creating heritage is inherently political, involves various social actors,
and can lead to undesirable consequences, such as tourist overcrowding.
This article explores Riccione’s candidacy to examine how local cultural
policies contribute to constructing the tourist imaginary. This study reflects
on the tensions between cultural sustainability, commodification, and
commercialisation of natural resources in coastal destinations and analyses the
contradictions inherent in tourism-oriented heritage processes when guided
by a “natural” paradigm that can conflict with actual sustainable practices.

Keywords: Riccione; Heritage; Coastal tourism; Commodification; Place
branding.
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