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10. Actors in the cultural and creative sector in the island of 
Mozambique: experiences, challenges and opportunities
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Abstract

The Island of Mozambique, inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
in 1991, is recognized for its remarkable architectural and urban fabric. 
However, beyond its built heritage, the island presents a living cultural 
landscape, shaped by dynamic social practices, artistic expressions, and 
local knowledge. This article critically examines the role of actors in the 
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Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) in enhancing heritage and promoting 
sustainable development on the Island of Mozambique. Adopting a qualitative 
and descriptive methodological approach, based on Content Analysis and 
inspired by ethnography, the study draws on direct observation in the field, 
documentary research, and semi-structured interviews with local cultural 
actors, including leaders of Tufo singing and dancing groups, artisans, and 
institutional stakeholders. The results indicate that ICCs contribute not 
only to economic diversification, but also to the safeguarding of intangible 
cultural heritage, the strengthening of local identities, and the negotiation of 
more ethical and inclusive tourism practices. However, these stakeholders 
continue to face long-standing structural barriers, particularly with regard 
to professionalization, legal safeguards, environmental protection, and the 
coordination of public policies. The article argues that community-based 
tourism, when guided by ethical principles and participatory processes, is 
a viable alternative for the sustainable management of heritage in sensitive 
contexts. It thus concludes that there is a need for integrated and contextualized 
public policies that recognize CCIs as strategic actors in heritage governance 
and the promotion of local development, especially in African and Portuguese-
speaking contexts.

Keywords Cultural and Creative Industries, Cultural Heritage, Community 
Tourism, Community Participation, Island of Mozambique
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