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1. Cultural heritage as a value element in tourist attraction in 
Petra

Sonia Gambino1

Abstract

World culture has seen the contribution of some civilizations that have been 
considered minor, because they have been unknown for too long, in spite 
of leaving invaluable legacy. Petra, in Jordan, is one of the most inspiring 
cities in the world. After years in obscurity, the monumental heritage of the 
pink city is again at the centre of international tourist interests. Its historical 
and artistic value is evident in the fact that it has been granted the title of 
UNESCO World Heritage. This paper aims at analysing the history of Petra’s 
archaeological heritage, fundamental evidence of ancient civilizations, calling 
the attention of scholars and tourists to a territory that for many years has 
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been artistically, culturally and touristically underestimated and that today is 
framed in a highly appealing itinerary of cultural tourism. Experience-based 
tourism implies the presence of a safe local context, as territories without 
risks represent a strongly attractive element for tourists. Unfortunately, today 
Jordan’s geographical position, at the centre of geopolitical upheavals in the 
Middle East, has led to a loss in tourist flows, undermining part of the national 
economy. After growing international tensions, the local government has 
tried to implement security policies to develop efficient networks of relations, 
with the aim of attracting again international tourist flows and provide local 
communities with economic opportunities.
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