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Abstract

World culture has seen the contribution of some civilizations that have been
considered minor, because they have been unknown for too long, in spite
of leaving invaluable legacy. Petra, in Jordan, is one of the most inspiring
cities in the world. After years in obscurity, the monumental heritage of the
pink city is again at the centre of international tourist interests. Its historical
and artistic value is evident in the fact that it has been granted the title of
UNESCO World Heritage. This paper aims at analysing the history of Petra’s
archaeological heritage, fundamental evidence of ancient civilizations, calling
the attention of scholars and tourists to a territory that for many years has
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been artistically, culturally and touristically underestimated and that today is
framed in a highly appealing itinerary of cultural tourism. Experience-based
tourism implies the presence of a safe local context, as territories without
risks represent a strongly attractive element for tourists. Unfortunately, today
Jordan’s geographical position, at the centre of geopolitical upheavals in the
Middle East, has led to a loss in tourist flows, undermining part of the national
economy. After growing international tensions, the local government has
tried to implement security policies to develop efficient networks of relations,
with the aim of attracting again international tourist flows and provide local
communities with economic opportunities.

Keywords: Petra, Cultural heritage, Geo-politics and tourism, UNESCO



OPEN
ACCESS

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

Geographies
/ Of l}lk' l
\ Anthropocene 1Sileno

ISSN 2611-3171

Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for Territorial
Tourism Development

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino, and Olimpia State (Eds.)

References

* AA.VV., 2023, “Environmental Sustainability and Tourism: Parameters of
Tourist Satisfaction at Petra Heritage Site in Jordan”, ISVS e-Journal, 10(8),
345-359

» Adobati F., De Bonis L., Marson A. (a cura di), 2023, Agire sul patrimonio.
Atti della XXIV Conferenza Nazionale SIU “Dare valore ai valori in
urbanistica” (Brescia, 23-24 giugno 2022), Planum Publisher - Societa
Italiana degli Urbanisti, Roma-Milano

* Amadasi M.G., Equini Schneider E., 1997, Petra, Electa, Firenze.

* Amato V., 2017, La nuova centralita del Mediterraneo. Fratture, flussi,
reti, Aracne editrice, Roma

 Battaglia A., 2018, “Il posizionamento strategico dell’Europa. Nuovi flussi
turistici, mercati emergenti e sfide geopolitiche”, Economia della Cultura,
1-2/2018, 11-24. https://doi.org/10.1446/90714

* Bertacchini E., 2021, “Capital culturel, district culturel et biens communs.


https://doi.org/10.1446/90714

OPEN
ACCESS

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

Geographlesww |
Anthropocene  "Sikno

ISSN 2611-3171

Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for Territorial
Tourism Development

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino, and Olimpia State (Eds.)

Vers une approche économique intégrée du patrimoine et du développement
durable”, In Situ. Au regard des sciences sociales, 2. https://doi.org/10.4000/
insituarss.883

* Bono C., 2017, “Giordania tra migrazioni e sicurezza”’, Human Security,
4,10-11.

* Bottini L., 2022, Luoghi, eventi e turismo. Una prospettiva sociologica,
Ledizioni, Milano.

* Bourbon F., 1999, Petra. Guida archeologica alla citta scolpita nella
roccia, White Star, Novara

* Buckardt J.L.,1994, Viaggio in Giordania, Cierre Edizioni, Verona.

* Caranzano S., 2008, Giordania. Una terra colorata percorsa dalla storia,
Polaris, Firenze.

 Caravello E., 2025, “Geotechnologies for Mediterranean UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. The Project iHeritage: ICT Mediterranean Platform for
UNESCO Cultural Heritage”, Bollettino della Societa Geografica Italiana,
7(2), 169-179. https://doi.org/10.36253/bsgi-7450



https://doi.org/10.4000/insituarss.883
https://doi.org/10.4000/insituarss.883
https://doi.org/10.36253/bsgi-7450

OPEN
ACCESS

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

Geographlesdm |
Anthropocene  "Sikno

ISSN 2611-3171

Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for Territorial
Tourism Development

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino, and Olimpia State (Eds.)

e Ceci L.R., 2014, “Dal dono al souvenir. Pratiche del dare e avere tra
economia del turismo e cultura dell’ospitalita”, EtnoAntropologia, 261-276.

* Chabert V., 2022, “Il ruolo della Giordania per la pace e la sicurezza del
Mediterraneo”, Opinio Juris, 11/2022, 74-76.

* Corna Pellegrini G., 2008, Geografia delle meraviglie. ldentita e fruizione
dei beni culturali e naturalistici del mondo, CUEM, Milano.

* Delmonaco G., Margottini C., Spizzichino D., 2013, “Rock-Fall Hazard
Assessment in the Siq of Petra, Jordan” In: Margottini C., Canuti P., Sassa K.
(Eds.), Landslide Science and Practice, Springer, Berlin—Heidelberg. https://
doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-31319-6_59

* Delmonaco G., Brini M., Cesaro G., 2017, “Advanced Monitoring
Systems for Landslide Risk Reduction in the ‘Siq’ of Petra (Jordan)”,
International Archives of Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial
Information  Sciences, XLII-2/WS5, 163-169. https://doi.org/10.5194/
isprs-archives-XLII-2-W5-163-2017

* Erck C., Gaubitz J.H., Schrade B., 2000, Mirabilia Mundi. Vicino Oriente,
Garzanti Grandi Opere, Milano.


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-31319-6_59
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-31319-6_59
https://doi.org/10.5194/isprs-archives-XLII-2-W5-163-2017
https://doi.org/10.5194/isprs-archives-XLII-2-W5-163-2017

OPEN
ACCESS

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

Geographies
/ Of l}lk' l
\ Anthropocene 1Sileno

ISSN 2611-3171

Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for Territorial
Tourism Development

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino, and Olimpia State (Eds.)

» Faisal Al Khasoneh S.J., Ronza M.E., 2024, “The Prevention of Risks to
Cultural Heritage Through Innovation in Jordan: Petra as a Case Study”,
Restauro Archeologico, 32.

* Gambino S., 2012, Il turismo nel Sud del Mondo, Edas, Messina.
* Honorati C., 2023, “La tutela del patrimonio culturale immateriale in

Medioriente. I casi di Libano e Giordania”, DPCE Online, 59(2). https://doi.
org/10.57660/dpceonline.2023.1943.

* Hussein, A.M., 2005, “Lo sviluppo urbano in Giordania: I’esempio di
Amman”, Meridiana, 52, 95-116, Viella Editrice, Roma.

o Jawabreh O., Al Dein F.E., Alshatnawi E., Jahmani A., Obeidat G., Ali
B.J., 2023, “Environmental Sustainability and Tourism: Parameters of Tourist
Satisfaction at Petra Heritage Site in Jordan”, ISVS e-Journal, 10(8), 345-359

* Laureano P., 2007, “Cultura dell’acqua e costruzione del paesaggio” In:

Ercolini M. (a cura di), Luoghi e paesaggi, Firenze University Press, Firenze,
34

* Marshall D. et al., 2011, Preparing World Heritage Nomination (Second


https://doi.org/10.57660/dpceonline.2023.1943
https://doi.org/10.57660/dpceonline.2023.1943

OPEN
ACCESS

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

§ Geographies

. of the )
@‘/ Anthropocene 1Sileno.
/ e \

ISSN 2611-3171

Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for Territorial
Tourism Development

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino, and Olimpia State (Eds.)

edition), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Paris.

» Martino E., 2009, “Restauri”, in Meridiani - Giordania, Editoriale Domus,
120-127.

* Ossioro F., 2009, Petra-Splendori della civilta Nabatea, White Star,
Novara.

* Reeves, N., 2023, “Bringing Order to Petra’s Tourism Economy” Tourism
Cases, https://doi.org/10.1079/tourism.2023.0010

* Rossi, A., 2011, “Petra. La magia dei Nabatei”, Fenix, 32-38.

* Santus D., Cusimano G., 2006, Israele e Palestina: due paesi, un solo
problema, Tirrenia-Stampatori, Torino.

* Verrone, C., Bernecoli, M., 2024, Nuove tecnologie per la valorizzazione
e la promozione dei luoghi e dei beni culturali - FEEM Policy Brief No. 01,
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4764660



https://doi.org/10.1079/tourism.2023.0010
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4764660

OPEN
ACCESS

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

Geographies ;

. of the .

@ @“/ Anthropocene uSileno.
/I P—— \

ISSN 2611-3171

Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for Territorial
Tourism Development

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino, and Olimpia State (Eds.)

» Zach, F., Hill, T. L., 2017, “Networks, knowledge and relationship impacts
on innovation in tourism destinations”, Tourism Management, 62, 196-207.

Sitography

» Shahateet, M., Partale, K. 2019, Jordan's tourism sector analysis and
strategy for sectoral improvement. Tourism and Strategy Report. Available at

https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2019-0123en-tourism-sector-anaysis-
strategy-jordan.pdf (last accessed 04/07/2025).

* Verrone, C., Bernecoli, M., 2024, Nuove tecnologie per la valorizzazione
e la promozione dei luoghi e dei beni culturali -FEEM Policy Brief No.
01, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4764660 (last accessed
04/07/2025)

* UNESCO, 2016, World Heritage Centre, Petra World Heritage Site http://
whe.unesco.org/en/list/326 (last accessed 03/07/2025)



https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2019-0123en-tourism-sector-anaysis-strategy-jordan.pdf
https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2019-0123en-tourism-sector-anaysis-strategy-jordan.pdf
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4764660
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/326
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/326

