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The book series Geographies of the Anthropocene, published by Il Sileno 
Edizioni International Publisher in collaboration with the GeoRiskEcoLab – 
Geography, Risks, Ecologies Research Centre of the Department of Human 
and Social Sciences at the University eCampus, explores the transformative 
processes characterising the Anthropocene epoch through the diverse 
perspectives of geoscientists and scholars in the humanities and social sciences.

The series promotes dialogue across Geosciences, Geography, Philosophy, 
Anthropology, Sociology of Environment and Territory, Psychology, 
Economics, Environmental Humanities and related disciplines, fostering an 
integrated and transdisciplinary approach to contemporary environmental 
challenges.

Particular attention is devoted to the contribution of the Environmental 
Humanities and Disaster Studies, whose multiple and intersecting perspectives 
help illuminate both the cultures shaped by the Anthropocene and the cultural 
frameworks through which the Anthropocene itself is interpreted. By analysing 
how humans perceive, narrate and respond to environmental transformations 
and disasters, the series aims to deepen critical understanding of the complex 
interactions between society and the geosphere, addressing issues such as 
climate change, natural hazards, sustainability, resource management and 
territorial vulnerability within a broader cultural and ethical horizon.

The book series Geographies of the Anthropocene publishes online volumes, 
both collective volumes and monographs, which are set in the perspective 
of providing reflections, work materials and experimentation in the fields of 
research and education about the new geographies of the Anthropocene.

Geographies of the Anthropocene encourages proposals that address one or 
more themes, including case studies, but welcome all volumes related to the 
interdisciplinary context of the Anthropocene.

Published volumes are subject to a review process (double-blind peer review) 
to ensure their scientific rigor.

The volume proposals can be presented in English, Italian, French or Spanish.
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The choice of digital Open Access format is coherent with the flexible structure 
of the series, in order to facilitate the direct accessibility and usability by both 
authors and readers.

Normally, two collective volumes are published each year, in the months 
of April/May and November/December. Usually, the collective volumes 
are linked to Calls for Book Chapters (proposed by scholars identified by 
the editors and the editorial board), which are disseminated in the scientific 
community at least one year before the publication of each related volume.

The monographic volumes are published without precise timing, but according 
to the proposals submitted during the year.
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INTRODUCTION

In the global competitive landscape, the development of socioeconomic models 
depends on the enhancement of territorial resources.
This volume brings together the analyses and case studies of numerous 
researchers who, through an interdisciplinary approach, have engaged in a 
discussion on the topic: Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for 
Territorial Tourism Development. The contributions have been divided into 
three sections: Section 1: Identity and Heritage; Section 2: Impact of Tourism 
and Sustainability; Section 3: Tourism: Issues and Opportunities.
The numerous contributions have addressed, from different perspectives, the 
evolution of tourism practices, allowing the identification of new models that 
propose an innovative vision of tourism, in which meaningful experiences 
and connections with the territory and local communities become drivers of 
development and strategic planning. 
Competitiveness relies on a territory’s ability to act as a driver of local 
development by diversifying economic initiatives, leveraging local potential, 
and fostering synergies rather than fragmentation. This approach ensures the 
conservation, maintenance, and sustainable exploitation of local heritage.
Territorial identity is a key element to be leveraged, forming the basis for 
innovative offerings and providing a competitive advantage in the market.
The territorial context becomes an integral part of economic activity and 
can contribute to its success. In this context, people and their territory are at 
the heart of the system, together representing both territorial identity and a 
unique expression of place. Tourism represents a significant opportunity for 
territorial redevelopment and greater economic and employment prospects. 
For this reason, the United Nations has declared 2027 the International Year 
of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism.
The current realities and future prospects for a more resilient, inclusive, and 
sustainable tourism model have been analyzed, highlighting challenges and 
opportunities. 
The identified critical issues are linked to the excessive exploitation of 
resources, which generates environmental and social problems. In particular, 
the following aspects have been examined: the phenomenon of overtourism 
and its environmental and social implication and the issues related to 
geopolitical dynamics, which show how political and social tensions reduce 
the attractiveness of destinations, hindering the enhancement of areas with a 
strong tourism potential.
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Numerous opportunities, on the other hand, arise from a rethinking of the 
traditional tourism model. The new models proposed aim to achieve a balance 
between human activities and the natural landscape through synergies among 
the actors involved in the development of the tourism system and the capacity 
of destinations to enhance and sustainably manage their territorial resources, 
integrating identity, sustainability, and resilience, while adapting to new market 
requirements.
Social, territorial, and economic cohesion thus forms the paradigm on which to 
organize tourism models also through the ability to create attractions that differ 
from traditional ones, using elements that would not be inherently appealing 
but can become so if properly organized, thereby giving a tourism-oriented 
vocation to areas that would not traditionally possess one, as in the case of 
noir tourism. 
In any case, the diversification of the tourism offer can represent a valid option 
to reduce seasonality and prevent excessive environmental pressure during 
certain periods of the year.
Moreover, through the diversification of the tourism offer, it is possible to 
broaden the economic impact generated by tourism, with benefits in terms of 
income and territorial development.
Finally, significant importance has been attributed to the role of the 
local community as the custodian of identities in the narration of places.
In conclusion, territorial characteristics and their exploitation represent 
a new source of vitality when transformed into a tourism experience.

Grazia Calabrò, Sonia Gambino and Olimpia State
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The combination of natural, anthropological, economic, social and cultural elements defines 
a tourist area. Tourism represents a significant opportunity for territorial redevelopment and 
greater economic and employment prospects, with considerable potential to contribute to 
various aspects of sustainability. It plays a pivotal role as an instrument for the promotion 
and development of the territory. The range of economic activities that constitute the tourism 
offer is therefore expected to adopt behaviors guided by a common interest, identifiable not 
only in the conservation but, above all, in the sustainable use of resources resulting from 
the interaction between human activity and the natural environment. The aim of this book 
is to encourage reflection on the analysis of current realities and future opportunities for a 
more resilient, inclusive and sustainable tourism model. Through selected case studies, the 
authors, adopting a critical approach, a multidisciplinary outlook, and methodological rigor, 
assemble a mosaic that reveals the complexity of the issues examined in the contributions 
gathered in this volume.
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