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INTRODUCTION

In the global competitive landscape, the development of socioeconomic models
depends on the enhancement of territorial resources.

This volume brings together the analyses and case studies of numerous
researchers who, through an interdisciplinary approach, have engaged in a
discussion on the topic: Identity, Sustainability, and Resilience: Paradigms for
Territorial Tourism Development. The contributions have been divided into
three sections: Section 1: Identity and Heritage; Section 2: Impact of Tourism
and Sustainability; Section 3: Tourism: Issues and Opportunities.

The numerous contributions have addressed, from different perspectives, the
evolution of tourism practices, allowing the identification of new models that
propose an innovative vision of tourism, in which meaningful experiences
and connections with the territory and local communities become drivers of
development and strategic planning.

Competitiveness relies on a territory’s ability to act as a driver of local
development by diversifying economic initiatives, leveraging local potential,
and fostering synergies rather than fragmentation. This approach ensures the
conservation, maintenance, and sustainable exploitation of local heritage.
Territorial identity is a key element to be leveraged, forming the basis for
innovative offerings and providing a competitive advantage in the market.
The territorial context becomes an integral part of economic activity and
can contribute to its success. In this context, people and their territory are at
the heart of the system, together representing both territorial identity and a
unique expression of place. Tourism represents a significant opportunity for
territorial redevelopment and greater economic and employment prospects.
For this reason, the United Nations has declared 2027 the International Year
of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism.

The current realities and future prospects for a more resilient, inclusive, and
sustainable tourism model have been analyzed, highlighting challenges and
opportunities.

The identified critical issues are linked to the excessive exploitation of
resources, which generates environmental and social problems. In particular,
the following aspects have been examined: the phenomenon of overtourism
and its environmental and social implication and the issues related to
geopolitical dynamics, which show how political and social tensions reduce
the attractiveness of destinations, hindering the enhancement of areas with a
strong tourism potential.
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Numerous opportunities, on the other hand, arise from a rethinking of the
traditional tourism model. The new models proposed aim to achieve a balance
between human activities and the natural landscape through synergies among
the actors involved in the development of the tourism system and the capacity
of destinations to enhance and sustainably manage their territorial resources,
integrating identity, sustainability, and resilience, while adapting to new market
requirements.

Social, territorial, and economic cohesion thus forms the paradigm on which to
organize tourism models also through the ability to create attractions that differ
from traditional ones, using elements that would not be inherently appealing
but can become so if properly organized, thereby giving a tourism-oriented
vocation to areas that would not traditionally possess one, as in the case of
noir tourism.

In any case, the diversification of the tourism offer can represent a valid option
to reduce seasonality and prevent excessive environmental pressure during
certain periods of the year.

Moreover, through the diversification of the tourism offer, it is possible to
broaden the economic impact generated by tourism, with benefits in terms of
income and territorial development.

Finally, significant importance has been attributed to the role of the
local community as the custodian of identities in the narration of places.
In conclusion, territorial characteristics and their exploitation represent
a new source of vitality when transformed into a tourism experience.

Grazia Calabro, Sonia Gambino and Olimpia State
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The combination of natural, anthropological, economic, social and cultural elements defines
~a tourist area. Tourism represents a significant opportunity for territorial redevelopment and
/ greater economic and employment prospects, with considerable potential to contribute to
/ various aspects of sustainability. It plays a pivotal role as an instrument for the promotion
- and development of the territory. The range of economic activities that constitute the tourism
y : offer is therefore expected to adopt behaviors guided by a common interest, identifiable not
£ i F - only in the conservation but, above all, in the sustainable use of resources resulting from
: A the interaction between human activity and the natural environment. The aim of this book
is to encourage reflection on the analysis of current realities and future opportunities for a
= J more resilient, inclusive and sustainable tourism model. Through selected case studies, the
g g? 9 authors, adopting a critical approach, a multidisciplinary outlook, and methodological rigor,
" assemble a mosaic that reveals the complexity of the issues examined in the contributions

gathered in this volume.
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