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The book series Geographies of the Anthropocene, published by Il Sileno 
Edizioni International Publisher in collaboration with the GeoRiskEcoLab – 
Geography, Risks, Ecologies Research Centre of the Department of Human 
and Social Sciences at the University eCampus, explores the transformative 
processes characterising the Anthropocene epoch through the diverse 
perspectives of geoscientists and scholars in the humanities and social sciences.

The series promotes dialogue across Geosciences, Geography, Philosophy, 
Anthropology, Sociology of Environment and Territory, Psychology, 
Economics, Environmental Humanities and related disciplines, fostering an 
integrated and transdisciplinary approach to contemporary environmental 
challenges.

Particular attention is devoted to the contribution of the Environmental 
Humanities and Disaster Studies, whose multiple and intersecting perspectives 
help illuminate both the cultures shaped by the Anthropocene and the cultural 
frameworks through which the Anthropocene itself is interpreted. By analysing 
how humans perceive, narrate and respond to environmental transformations 
and disasters, the series aims to deepen critical understanding of the complex 
interactions between society and the geosphere, addressing issues such as 
climate change, natural hazards, sustainability, resource management and 
territorial vulnerability within a broader cultural and ethical horizon.

The book series Geographies of the Anthropocene publishes online volumes, 
both collective volumes and monographs, which are set in the perspective 
of providing reflections, work materials and experimentation in the fields of 
research and education about the new geographies of the Anthropocene.

Geographies of the Anthropocene encourages proposals that address one or 
more themes, including case studies, but welcome all volumes related to the 
interdisciplinary context of the Anthropocene.

Published volumes are subject to a review process (double-blind peer review) 
to ensure their scientific rigor.

The volume proposals can be presented in English, Italian, French or Spanish.
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The choice of digital Open Access format is coherent with the flexible structure 
of the series, in order to facilitate the direct accessibility and usability by both 
authors and readers.

Normally, two collective volumes are published each year, in the months 
of April/May and November/December. Usually, the collective volumes 
are linked to Calls for Book Chapters (proposed by scholars identified by 
the editors and the editorial board), which are disseminated in the scientific 
community at least one year before the publication of each related volume.

The monographic volumes are published without precise timing, but according 
to the proposals submitted during the year.
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FOREWORD

In recent decades, tourism has undergone significant transformations, 
becoming a complex, interdisciplinary field shaped by the social, economic, 
and technological dynamics of the contemporary world. The tourism industry 
is also experiencing rapid digital transformation, driven by AI, big data, 
IoT, and blockchain, which are enhancing customer experience, operational 
efficiency, and transaction security, particularly following the challenges 
faced during the COVID-19 pandemic. In this complex context, the focus 
has shifted from simply visiting tourist attractions to creating meaningful, 
authentic, and memorable experiences for visitors. In other words, tourism is 
currently experiencing a period marked by rapid and interdependent changes 
that profoundly influence territorial dynamics.
How can we ensure the success of a tourist destination today, its competitiveness 
in the international market, and, at the same time, a memorable experience 
for guests? The answer may lie in adopting development models that are both 
innovative and sustainable, grounded in local identity, which can differentiate 
the destination and enable a swift and effective response to future crises.
In this context, three fundamental landmarks of reflection and research in 
tourism are increasingly emerging: identity, sustainability, and resilience. 
Although these concepts belong to different theoretical traditions, they are 
now converging towards an essential integrative framework for the territorial 
development of destinations. 
The volume “Identity, Sustainability and Resilience: Paradigms for the 
Territorial Tourism Development” aims to analyse these landmarks through 
contributions from researchers from various countries and academic cultures, 
thus offering a broad perspective on how territories build and shape their 
tourism future.
Territorial identity is one of the most important pillars of tourist attractiveness. 
It encompasses not only cultural and natural heritage, but also the ways in 
which communities interpret and transmit their own values, traditions, and 
symbols. Identity is not a fixed reality, but a continuous process of negotiation 
between history, the present, and future scenarios. In tourism, it serves as 
a marker of differentiation, acting as the engine through which destinations 
formulate their uniqueness in relation to global competition. 
At the same time, identity entails the responsibility to protect the authenticity 
of resources and to avoid their transformation into a standardised or overly 
commercialised product. The research presented in this volume explores 
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how territories manage their heritage, how cultural narratives are integrated 
into promotional strategies, and how local actors participate in building the 
destination image.
Sustainability, although a widely used concept, remains difficult to implement 
coherently in the tourism sector. In its holistic sense, sustainability involves 
harmonising economic objectives with environmental protection and the 
well-being of local communities. Therefore, tourism should be regarded 
not only as a driver of economic growth, but also as a means of conserving 
natural landscapes, strengthening social capital, and promoting balanced local 
development. The approaches presented in the volume examine sustainability 
from both theoretical and practical perspectives, emphasising monitoring 
indicators, public policies, participatory models, and the actual impact of 
tourism strategies on the environment and society. Beyond the rhetoric often 
found in institutional discourse, the authors explore the mechanisms by which 
sustainability can become an operational criterion in territorial planning.
Resilience is the concept that has gained the most prominence in recent years, 
amid the major crises faced by tourism. In its modern sense, resilience extends 
beyond simply returning to the pre-crisis state and involves processes of 
learning, innovation and transformation. A resilient destination can anticipate 
risks, absorb shocks and develop new operating models through diversification, 
collaboration between stakeholders, the use of digital technologies and the 
adaptation of marketing strategies. The analyses presented in this volume 
highlight how destinations – urban, rural or natural – have built their adaptive 
capacities in the face of uncertainties, whether health-related, climatic or socio-
economic. Resilience is discussed not only as a response to crisis, but as a 
long-term vision integrated into development strategies.
The international scope of the contributions is one of the main strengths 
of this volume. Researchers from diverse backgrounds and geographical 
contexts present comparative analyses, case studies, and conceptual models 
that demonstrate how identity, sustainability, and resilience are interpreted 
and applied in various, yet fundamentally convergent, ways. This diversity of 
perspectives enables a global understanding of current challenges and supports 
the transfer of best practices between regions. 
As a professor of tourism destination management, I particularly value the 
quality and relevance of these contributions. They address a genuine need in 
specialised research and practice: integrating the identity factor into planning, 
making sustainability the norm rather than the exception, and fostering 
resilience as the basis for long-term stability.
The work is intended for the academic community – teachers, researchers, and 



30

students – but is also relevant to tourism professionals, planners, destination 
managers, and decision-makers interested in robust and viable strategies. In an 
era of complexity and rapid change, understanding the links between identity, 
sustainability, and resilience is not merely a theoretical option but a necessary 
condition for responsible territorial management.
I commend all the authors for the scientific quality of their contributions 
and their commitment to strengthening a research field that is continually 
evolving. The efforts of the peer reviewers and the institutions that supported 
the editorial process also deserve recognition. I hope this volume will stimulate 
new research and international collaborations dedicated to the integrated and 
sustainable territorial development of tourism.

Gabriela Tigu, PhD1

1 Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Business and Tourism Faculty, Romania



31



The combination of natural, anthropological, economic, social and cultural elements defines 
a tourist area. Tourism represents a significant opportunity for territorial redevelopment and 
greater economic and employment prospects, with considerable potential to contribute to 
various aspects of sustainability. It plays a pivotal role as an instrument for the promotion 
and development of the territory. The range of economic activities that constitute the tourism 
offer is therefore expected to adopt behaviors guided by a common interest, identifiable not 
only in the conservation but, above all, in the sustainable use of resources resulting from 
the interaction between human activity and the natural environment. The aim of this book 
is to encourage reflection on the analysis of current realities and future opportunities for a 
more resilient, inclusive and sustainable tourism model. Through selected case studies, the 
authors, adopting a critical approach, a multidisciplinary outlook, and methodological rigor, 
assemble a mosaic that reveals the complexity of the issues examined in the contributions 
gathered in this volume.

Grazia Calabrò is Full Professor of Commodity Science at the University of Messina. She is author 
of more than 200 publications on national and international scientific journals, books and proceedings. 
The scientific and research activity mainly encompasses the following areas: Quality certification 
(cosmetics, air and cultural good, ethical certification); Environmental management and Certification, 
Circular Economy, Tourism and Environment, Food quality, safety and security.

Sonia Gambino is Associate Professor of Geography at COSPECS of the University of Messina, where 
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of his research has been included in the proceedings of national and international conferences. His main 
scientific interests are aimed at analyzing the territory in the relationship between culture and tourism 
and between tourism and local communities and he has extensive experience in tourism research. The 
research explored various geography-related topics, such as migration and the valorization of cultural 
heritage, protected areas, and territorial redevelopment processes through sustainable tourism, with 
particular attention to local communities to promote their socioeconomic development. He is a member 
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