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Abstract

This chapter investigates how Territorial Impact Assessment (TIA) can be
operationalized as a governance tool for sustainable development in Special
Economic Zones (SEZs). It conceptualizes SEZs not merely as economic
enclavesbutasdynamicterritorial ecosystems,requiringintegratedandadaptive
governance. Drawing on comparative case studies from Southern Italy and
the Global South, the chapter analyses how different types and methodologies
of TIA (e.g., ex-ante, ex-post, strategic, and tools like Territorial Efficiency,
Quality, and Identity Layered Assessment, (TEQUILA), Strategic Territorial
Multidimensional Assessment (STeMA), TARGET _TIA) can be employed
to align SEZ development with spatial justice, ecological sustainability, and
stakeholder engagement. The chapter concludes by proposing a structured
TIA-SEZ governance model, including an indicator-based monitoring system
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aligned with the EU Green Deal, OECD cohesion strategies, and the UN
SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals).
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