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Abstract

Reconstructing the ancient landscape requires a multidisciplinary approach,
and the study of the first steps of viticulture in Central Italy makes no exception.
Botany and molecular biology can highlight how vine domestication took
place through the selection of the most productive plants, while archaeology
can provide chronological anchors and clues about the actors involved in the
vine dissemination process. Last but not least, ancient artworks and literature
can provide us with the living imagery connected to ancient viticulture.

The vine can climb anywhere, from the trees of a dense floodplain forest
to the low artificial supports of poles and nets that constitute the rows of
vineyards commonly associated with Chianti Tuscan countryside. Until the
dismantling of the mezzadria landscape after World War I, however, it was
just as common to come across viticulture on living supports, or vite maritata
(literally, “married vine”). According to Emilio Sereni, in ancient Italy the

! Department of Romance Studies, University of North Carolina at Chapel
P


http://silviane@ad.unc.edu

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

Geographies
L 4 g p of the
@ g'/; Anthropocene uSileno

ISSN 2611-3171

OPEN
ACCESS

Literature, Geography and The
Poetics of Space

Tracing Historical Narratives Across Literary Landscapes

Sara Ansaloni & Eleonora Gioia (Eds.)

vite maritata constitutes the most visible legacy of Etruscan viticulture.
This chapter explores some material and literary sources on viticulture and
vite maritata, with the aim of highlighting a fragile, historical landscape of
Central Italy.

The vite maritata is now disappearing from the Tuscan countryside and from
the collective imagination, and this represents not only an impoverishment of
the agricultural landscape but also a potential loss for our understanding of
ancient authors, and for the iconographic and iconological interpretation of
ancient and medieval works of art.
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