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Abstract

Velipoja lies along the Adriatic coastline in the North — West of Albania, near
Buna River. River Buna discharges at the Adriatic Sea close to Montenegro
boarder. The coastal area of Velipoja is characterized by a sandy shore and
covers approximately 694 ha. The Buna River-Velipoja Protected Landscape
is a protected landscape area in northwestern Albania, encompassing the
estuary of Drin, the Lagoon of Viluni, the River of Buna with its estuary,
and the Gulf of Drin that runs across the area of Velipoja alongside the
Adriatic Sea. During the transition process is not given much importance
of territorial planning initiatives. The whole area is distinguished for its
biodiversity values, such as a wide variety of terrestrial and aquatic flora and
fauna species. Since 2005, the Albanian part of Velipoja wetlands including
Viluni Lagoon and the Shkodra Lake hold the protection state of a Managed
Natural Reserve (IUCN Category IV), and since 2006 the zone is included
in the RAMSAR list. Velipoja coast is subject to dynamic geomorphologic
changes, including accumulation, erosion in different segments. These geo-
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morphological littoral changes have impacted the landscapes and economic
activities. Dynamic urbanization process without a certain strategy was
associated with a total negligence on the coastal environment of Velipoja.
Thus, construction, urban and territorial development in the transition
years has not been the result of the implementation of previously approved
territorial and urban planning instruments. The Velipoja administration unit
territory has a very good location but the remaining coastal developments
uncontrolled speculative and far from administration and planning
in accordance with the principles of sustainable urban development.

Keywords: Velipoja administration unit, Buna Delta, Anthropogenic,
Erosion, Urban planning.
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