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Abstract

Despite being in the global south, diverse landscapes and existing cultural divides create a unique
geographic mapping of India. Reflecting on the motif of “runaway", my research aims to explore the
issues of migration through the literary analysis of Anuradha Roy’s The Folded Earth. Travel to the
Himalayas works more as a form of escape, a tourist destination, or a place of adventure. The novel
primarily elucidates the Himalayan north as a circle where people travel in or out. Thus, my paper
aims to engage in cultural geography as a theoretical model, where it will incorporate elements of
gender, post-anthropocentrism, and exclusion politics. Here, the patriarchal system frequently leads
to this "runaway" state, since many women fear having to deal with the issues of forced marriage.
This further leads people to become cultural or familial outcasts. In contrast, the novel also opens up
the scope of travelling to the realms of a more-than-human world. Here, the theme of runaway works
within the topography of the Himalayas. The microcosmic sketching of the Himalayan town also
brings out the psychological dimension of runaway where the exclusive ideals of right-wing politics
find it queer to accommodate spaces for minority values in the diverse cultural mapping of India.
These things, in turn, reflect a unique aspect of socio-economic and environmental issues in the
Anthropocene. Further, it is to see how Roy’s sketching of events works on both personal and
collective layers.
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