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Abstract

In a bid to sensitize masses about the terrible effects of environmental degradation, many pro-
environmentalism activists and storytellers tend to use strong apocalyptic imageries, thought-
provoking metaphors and the fear appeal in the construction of their advocacy messages. Using such
an approach often entails representing the effects of such phenomena as pollution, deforestation, poor
land development and natural catastrophes with pessimistic symbols: the Armageddon, deadly
pests/pandemics, abysses, hellish scenarios, chaos, and death among others. Using such strong
metaphors often serves as fear appeal aimed to push for nature-friendly ideals. Following this line of
thought, the Nigerian cineaste C.J. Obasi leverages the zombification metaphor and apocalyptic
imageries in his zombie thriller titled Ojuju, to subtly decry environmental degradation in Nigerian
slums and advocate environmentalism in Nigeria. Using semiotics and secondary sources, this chapter
argues that although exaggerative, the zombie metaphor in Ojuju vividly represents the chaotic state
of environmental degradation and the resultant precariousness of human life in most Nigerian slums.
The chapter examines the state of environmental degradation/protection in Nigerian urban cities and
shows how this condition is represented in Obasi’s Ojuju. The chapter also explores the extent to
which the zombie metaphor and the apocalyptic imageries deployed in the film are apt in representing
the environmental risks prevailing in Nigerian cities.
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