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Abstract

Across the world, the coronavirus pandemic may have prepared us for a new ecological paradigm:
we are confined on Earth with other living beings. But we still need to know how to tell the stories of
these beings. In recent decades, scholars in the environmental humanities and social sciences have
experimented with new ways of paying attention to the world and all its narratives. They have thus
invented practices of narration to thwart our insensitivity to the fate of other living beings with whom
we are linked. These practices cannot be reduced to human representations or projections, but are
rather proposals for imagining various common causes and, ultimately, what Bruno Latour calls a
common world. My inquiry in this chapter is to collect these narratives as real methods of knowledge
about the connections between humans and non-humans. To illustrate these new knowledge
experiences, I discuss the narrative practices offered by Vinciane Despret’s work, as well as the
importance of entangled stories in Donna Haraway, Baptiste Morizot, and Deborah Bird Rose’s
writing. By telling stories about the lives of animals and plants, these researchers have become the
spokespersons for those with whom we live together but who cannot testify alone. These narratives
are therefore capable of multiplying our world through diverse existences, stories of dependence, and
other ways of living in a damaged planet. The hope is that they inspire us to regain a terrestrial footing.
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