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Abstract

The contribution deals with the evolution of the resistance of the Amazonian community of the
Sarayaku to oil extraction. In particular the paper describes pro-active rhetoric and practices that
overcome the classic concept of resistance and enrich the phenomenology of a growing number of
eco-sustainable community democracies, interpretable according to the theoretical lens of
demodiversity (De Sousa Santos, 2020).

The emerging ecological community democracies hightlight the problem of Nature and of their
relationship with the modern central state and with the traditional legal categories. This happens
also in the only state in the world, Ecuador, where Nature is considered a person with its rights by a
biocentric cutting edge Constitution. The paradigmatic story of the Sarayaku’s resistance to oil
extraction — also highlights the typical dynamics of the criminal practices of the state and
companies in order to extract natural resources from the earth. These practices are often rooted in
the violation of the Consentimento Previo Libre y informado, sanctioned by national and
international legislation (Const. Ecuador and ILO Convention n. 169).
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