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Call for Book Chapters

Narratives in the Anthropocene Era

Edited by
Charles Travis

(Department of History, University of Texas, Arlington, USA; Trinity Centre for the
Environmental Humanities, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland);

Vittorio Valentino

(Faculté des Lettres de Arts et des Humanités, FLAHM, Université de la Manouba,
Tunis, Tunisie);

Dear Colleagues,

we would like to inform you that the 7" Call for Book Chapters of “Geographies
of the Anthropocene” book series is intended to become a collective volume
titled: Narratives in the Anthropocene Era (Language: English), edited by
Charles Travis (University of Texas, Arlington; Trinity Centre for the
Environmental Humanities, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland) and Vittorio
Valentino (Faculté des Lettres de Arts et des Humanités, FLAHM, Université de

la Manouba, Tunis, Tunisie).

Scope:

The arrival of the Covid-19 virus seems, then, only the last act in date of a situation
that has lasted for decades, the consequence of a geological epoch, that of the
Anthropocene, characterized by the unstoppable impact of human action on the
biosphere and on every category of living beings. An era that is progressively affirmed
in the literary and social imagination, where nature acquires an increasingly
autonomous narrative force, no longer filtered by the human gaze of the subject that
observes it. The result is a set of new data that no longer see the interest of human
beings as the only legitimate, in which the commitment of writers/artists/scholars
assumes a more complex referentiality, constituted by a widespread ecological ethic
that fits into today’s society by changing its priorities.

If it is true that, as Victor Hugo said, “nothing is stronger than an idea whose time has
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come”, we are now facing a key moment to transform the old anthropocentric
resolutions into a new dynamic of care, for which, the non-human environment is
constituted as a presence and not as a framework, suggesting that human history is
intertwined in natural history (Buell, 1995).

Based on these assumptions, the volume that we intend to propose has multiple
intentions: starting from the horizon of human and social sciences at the time of
Anthropocene, it aims at investigating, in different areas, the ethical-pedagogical
potential that the pandemic can leave in its wake, in order to understand if these are able
to positively contribute to the fight against the environmental crisis in progress.

The perspective we intend to include opens with disaster studies, the study of social and
behavioral aspects in situations of collective stress, born from natural hazards or
shortages of vital resources, a narrative of scientific knowledge, through the exploration
of the case studies on global, but also local, environmental vulnerabilities, and their
eventual recovery.

Continuing with ecocritical studies, we will reflect on the role of literature in the
possible ecological-environmental awareness of readers, encouraging an empathetic
transformation in front of the fate of the living non-human, with which the human
shares the biosphere and the urgency of their own survival. It becomes interesting to
explore both the treatment and exposition of scientific knowledge in literary texts, the
stylistic integration and cognitive impact, as well as the representation of wounds
inflicted by human beings to the environment, all fundamental elements of the new
sensitivity that confirm ecocriticism among the most important methods of literary
analysis, and as survival strategy, of the last decade.

In the context of a global examination of the possible lessons to be drawn from the
advent of the current Covid-19 pandemic, it could be said that every action or event
happening on earth is linked to a chain of other events through an infallible system of
cause and effect: the repercussions due to the alteration of one of the links of the
aforementioned chain would be likely to lead to the destruction of the whole apparatus.
If, however, at first sight, what we are experiencing could be the ‘local’ imbalance of an
ecosystem (the Asian one) with planetary consequences, the reality on the state of the
planet could be more complex, and the urgency even more pressing.

Every day we discover the effects and the new narratives related to the advent of the
pandemic, beginning with the familiarization with some terms, that were until recently
used exclusively in purely medical-scientific fields, to which this situation has led.
«Z0oonoses», «asymptomatic» or the term «pandemic», flanked by the more generic but
strongly in use «lockdown», express, precisely through an invasive diffusion in our
daily lives, the unprecedented character of a situation that now involves the total
precariousness, and sometimes the destruction of any kind of balance between human
and non-human.

This volume, which focuses on the narration of the loss of harmony, aims to establish a
theoretical panorama for the reactivation, within the elements of our anthropocentric
contemporaneity, of unsolved old questions about the position of human beings on
earth. At the same time, it intends to establish new questions on how to create new
ethically possible relationships with the biosphere and the beings that inhabit it. Thus,
extracting, from an unprecedented situation, derived from an "outdated " and no longer
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sustainable way of being in the world, new elements for a reborn condition of existence
built around the oikos. A “home” to which to apply the concept of care, care for a living
body, in a deep vision that transforms the human through an ethics of action, and active
and conscious protection of the ecosystem.

We would like to point out to the authors that the volume will welcome contributions
oriented on human and social sciences, geo-ethics, human geography, natural sciences,
and on pedagogy related to environmental protection. Among the possible topics that
may be covered, we mention:

- The literary forms that recount and raise awareness of the ecological crisis, through
literary creation, which produces a new dynamic between writer, reader and
environment.

- The urgency of new environmental policies capable of reversing a system of blind
exploitation of natural resources, through a completely new educational vision, which
implies that taking care of the earth be among the top priorities of the planet.

- Presentation of case studies on scenarios and geographical representations of the
Anthropocene on a global and local scale.

- The ethical-pedagogical potential of the current pandemic situation.

- The narration of scientific knowledge related to environmental disasters in global and
local context, for a reflection devoted to the reconstruction of ecosystems.

Keywords: ethics, environment, crisis, narration, human geography, preservation,
resources, arts, Anthropocene
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Important Dates:

February 15, 2021: Book Chapter Proposal deadline;
February 28, 2021: Acceptance/Rejection Notification;
May 15, 2021: Full Chapter Submission;

July 31, 2021: Review notification;

October 15, 2021: Final version chapter submission;

November/December 2021: Final e-book version available.

Submission Procedure:

Interested authors should submit their proposals (max 500 words) by February 15,

2021, explaining the main topic and the objectives of the chapter.
The manuscript proposals (Word or PDF) must be sent to the following address:

geographiesofanthropocene@gmail.com

Acceptance/Rejection notification will be sent to the authors by February 28, 2021.
After the acceptance notification, authors should submit full chapters by May 15, 2021
formatting their manuscripts following the Editor’s guidelines.

The manuscript word count must be between 4500 - 6000 words. This includes tables,
illustrations, references, etc. All submissions will be reviewed in a double-blind
manner.
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