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Abstract 

 

In the public narrative on climate change, the problem of environmental crime seems to occupy a 

residual position; in reality, evidence suggests that illegal behavior has significant consequences on 

ecosystems, on health, on society. The purpose of this paper is to analyze a specific segment of this 

criminal ‘continuum’, i.e. the illicit disposal of waste, with particular attention to the global traffic 

routes. The focus mainly concerns Italy and the Mediterranean. In the first part, the essay deals with 

the origins of environmental crime and the role of the Italian mafias; in the second part, the focus on 

the current scenario worldwide, characterized by the contemporary presence of criminals, 

entrepreneurs and professionals. In specific areas of Italy (and not only Italy), ‘waste emergency’ is 

structural – and it could create criminal opportunities related to peculiar political and legislative 

situation and to market imbalances.  
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