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Abstract 

 

This paper aims to test the relationship between the notion of Hegelian Anerkennung, translated 

with the Italian term ricognizione, and the concept of recognition understood as a specific linguistic 

phenomenon in which the weakness of political institutions can be glimpsed. In particular, we 

intend to demonstrate that what happened in the Democratic Republic of Congo is nothing but a 

symptom of the weakness of the political institutions that are no longer able to set the original 

performative force of the anthropogenetic experience. We claim that this weakness caused a 

disconnect with the public sphere that muted the voice of people treating them as background noise, 

reducing the living to a purely biological reality in which only suffering finds resonance. This 

analysis, thus, tries to keep together the functioning of the Demartinian rite, which is based on 

ambivalence and oscillation, and the functioning of political institutions, with which the question of 

non-recognition has to do. 
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