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Awareness raising of the dynamics of war and the geopolitical situation in
Africa: the experience of an intercultural laboratory at school starting from
reading the book “In the heart of the war” by Chris Kalenge

Emanuele Cartella®

Abstract

The analysis carried out focused on the possibility of adopting laboratory and extracurricular
experiences through the presentation of writers-witnesses of the situations afflicting African
countries. The project was centered on the book by Chris Kalenge, “In the Heart of the War -
Testimony of a veteran of the Congo wars”, and it explored the possible interdisciplinary paths that
the book offers, with particular attention payed towards a geopolitical and socio-historical study on
the situation of Africa and especially of the Congo. The testimony of Chris Kalenge is an example
of how different problems can be tackled- problems that are also very close to the interests of
today’s Italy- emphasizing education, inclusiveness, and tolerance. The reading of the book led
students to reflect on the history lived by the author in 1996 and on the atrocities of war in general.
The topic of integration has placed students in front of various questions relating to current events,
such as the exploitation of migrants in the world of undeclared work, the precariousness of
reception centers. Furthermore, it was used to adopt new perspectives on the history of the
Rwandan genocide and to shed light on the Congolese facts so little debated today: the conditions of
child soldiers. Finally, the book highlights the importance of education and education in tragic
situations such as war, the value of family, the defense of the weakest, the recognition of respect for
ethnic minorities.
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Cestim on-line - Sito di documentazione sui fenomeni migratori:
http://www.cestim.it/sezioni/materiali_didattici/md_cestim-mlal/schede/02.pdf

D’Alessi F. - FDA Didattica - Risorse informatiche per la didattica delle materie letterarie:
http://www.fdalessi.altervista.org/alterpages/files/MigrazioniPassatoPresente.pdf ~ “Le grandi
migrazioni del passato e del presente”, Museo Virtuale delle Intolleranze e degli stermini:
http://www.akra.it/amis/intro.asp?id=9

Friends of the Congo, “Crisis in the Congo: uncovering the truth”, film documentario
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qsX8aeLqJU

Friends of the Congo, Washington DC (USA), http://friendsofthecongo.org/resource-
center/films-a-videos.html

Olla, R., Sintesi del documentario di “Emigranti”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Xd3J00yHxw

Video di presentazione dei 7 film-documentari sulle migrazioni tratti dai materiali dell'’Archivio
Audiovisivo del Movimento Operaio e Democratico, Le migrazioni ieri e oggi: Migranti da sempre.
http://video.repubblica.it/dossier/immigrati-2015/le-migrazioni-ieri-e-oggi-migranti-da-
sempre/223363/222612
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Istituti Professionali, Linee guida per il passaggio al nuovo ordinamento (d.P.R. 15 marzo 2010,
n. 87, articolo 8, comma 6)

Raccomandazione 2006/962/CE del Parlamento europeo e del Consiglio, del 18 dicembre 2006,
in Gazzetta ufficiale L 394 del 30.12.2006.



