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Abstract

Historical and anthropological research associated with natural hazards, whether geological or
hydro meteorological, has shown that the occurrence of “natural” disasters has increased as time goes
by throughout centuries. But it has also shown that it has not been the result of a parallel increase in
the presence of natural hazards. A continuous and persistent social construction of risk remains in its
origins, as examples coming from different regions of the world can demonstrate. Observe them
carefully in the longuée-durée and comparatively has allowed approaching conclusions related to
questions like: do human beings have constructed risks that have really changed the planet? Have
societies designed strategies to cope with natural and socio-natural risks and have left lessons learnt?

Keywords: Natural hazards, Unnatural disasters, Anthropology & History, Latin America,
Lessons learnt

Works cited

Anderson, D.G., Maasch, K. & Sandweiss D., 2007, Climate Change and Cultural Dynamics. A
Global Perspective on Mid-Holocene Transitions. Amsterdam: Elsevier.

Audefroy, J.F., 2012, “Adaptacion de la vivienda vernacula a los climas de México”, in: Garcia-
Acosta V., Audefroy, J.F. & Briones, F., (Eds.), Estrategias sociales de prevencion y adaptacion.
Social Strategies for Prevention and Adaptation, CIESAS/CONACYT/FONCICYT, Mexico City,
pp. 95-106.

Burroughs, W.J., 2005, Climate Change in Prehistory. The End of the Reign of Chaos, Cambridge,
University Press Cambridge.

Cuevas Portilla, J., 2012, “Good practices used at the Peninsula de Yucatan, Mexico”, Background
paper prepared for the 2013 GAR. Geneva: UNISDR- http://www.preventionweb.net/gar/

Descola, P., 2005, Par de-la nature et culture, Gallimard, Paris.

Garcia-Acosta, V., 2005, “El riesgo como construccion social y la construccion social de riesgos”,
Desacatos. Revista de Antropologia Social, 19: 11-24.

Garcia-Acosta, V., 2009, “Prevencion de desastres, estrategias adaptativas y capital social”,
in:  Koff, H. (Ed.), Social Cohesion in Europe and the Americas: Power, Time and Space, Berne,
Switzerland: Peter Lang-Editions Scientifiques Internationales, Regional Integration and Social
Cohesion Series vol. 3: 115-130.

Garcia-Acosta, V., 2014, “De la construction sociale du risque a la construction sociale de la
prévention: les deux faces de Janus”, in: Bréda, C., Chaplier, M., Hermesse, J. & Piccoli, E. (Eds.),

1 Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropologia Social (CIESAS), México, e-mail:
vgarciaa@ciesas.edu.mx.



4 0 eographies .
Qg/ Anthropocene S | I | e . O
e —— l__

Disasters in Popular Cultures
Giovanni Gugg, Elisabetta Dall’O, Domenica Borriello (Eds.)

Terres (des) humanisées: ressources et climat, Investigations d’Anthropologie Prospective 10,
Laboratoire d"anthropologie prospective, Academia-L’Harmattan Editions, Geneva, pp. 297-318.

Garcia-Acosta, V., 2015, “La construccion social de la prevencion. Un concepto en construccion”,
in: Siqueira, A., Valencio, N., Siena, M. Malagoli, M.A., (Eds.), Riscos de Desastres Relacionados a
Agua. Aplicabilidade de bases conceituais das Ciéncias Humanas e Sociais para a analise de casos
concretos, RiMa Editora, Séo Carlos, pp. 45-56
(http://www.rimaeditora.com.br/RiscosDesastres.asp).

Hamilton, C., 2015, “The Anthropocene as Rupture”, paper sent to the Conference “How to think
the Anthropocene? Anthropologists, philosophers and sociologists facing climate change”. Paris:
University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, College de France, Fondation de I"écologie politique.

Hewitt, K., 1997, Regions of Risk. A Geographical Introduction to Disasters, Longman, London.

Hilhorst, D., Bankoff, G., 2004, “Introduction: Mapping Vulnerability”. In: Bankoff, G., Frerks,
G. & Hilhorst, D. (Eds.), Mapping Vulnerability. Disasters, Development and People, Earthscan,
London, pp. 1-9.

Lavell, A., 2000, “Desastres y Desarrollo: Hacia un entendimiento de las formas de construccion
social de un desastre: El caso del huracan Mitch en Centroamérica”, in: Garita, N. & Nowalski, J. (Eds.),
Del desastre al desarrollo humano sostenible en Centroamérica, San José de Costa Rica: CIDH/BID,
pp. 7-45.

Martins, K.P.H., org. 2006. Profetas da chuva. Fortaleza, Brasil: Tempo d"Imagem.

McCabe, J.T., 2002, “Impact and Response to Drought among Turkana Pastoralists: Implications
for Anthropological Theory and Hazards Research” in: Hoffman S.M. & Oliver-Smith, A. (Eds.),
Catastrophe and Culture. The Anthropology of Disaster, SAR Press/James Currey, New
Mexico/Oxford, pp. 213-236.

Maskrey, A., Lavell, A., 2013, The Future of Disaster Risk Management. A Scoping Meeting for
GAR 2015, in: http://www.desenredando.org/public/2013/

Meinert, C. (Ed.), 2013, Nature, Environment and Culture in East Asia. The Challenge of Climate
Change, Brill, Leiden/Boston.

Ride, A., Bretherton, D. (Eds), 2011, Community Resilience in Natural Disasters, Palgave
Macmillan, New York.

Schuler, B. (Ed.), 2014, Environmental and Climate Change in South and Southeast Asia. How
are Local Cultures Coping? Brill, Leiden/Boston.

Sommer, B. (Ed.), 2015, Cultural Dynamics of Climate Change and the Environment in Northern
America. Brill, Leiden/Boston.

Trischler, H. (Ed.), 2013, Anthropocene. Envisioning the Future of the Age of Humans, Rachel
Carson Center Perspectives 2013/3. Munich: Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society.



