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The book series “Geographies of the Anthropocene” edited by Association 

for Scientific Promotion “Il Sileno” (Il Sileno Edizioni) will discuss the new 

processes of the Anthropocene epoch through the various worldviews of 

geoscientists and humanists, intersecting disciplines of Geosciences, 

Geography, Geoethics, Philosophy, Socio-Anthropology, Sociology of 

Environment and Territory, Psychology, Economics, Environmental 

Humanities and cognate disciplines. 

 

Geoethics focuses on how scientists (natural and social), arts and humanities 

scholars working in tandem can become more aware of their ethical 

responsibilities to guide society on matters related to public safety in the face 

of natural hazards, sustainable use of resources, climate change and protection 

of the environment. Furthermore, the integrated and multiple perspectives of 

the Environmental Humanities, can help to more fully understand the cultures 

of, and the cultures which frame the Anthropocene. Indeed, the focus of 

Geoethics and Environmental Humanities research, that is, the analysis of the 

way humans think and act for the purpose of advising and suggesting 
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appropriate behaviors where human activities interact with the geosphere, is 

dialectically linked to the complex concept of Anthropocene. 

 

The book series “Geographies of the Anthropocene” publishes online 

volumes, both collective volumes and monographs, which are set in the 

perspective of providing reflections, work materials and experimentation in 

the fields of research and education about the new geographies of the 

Anthropocene. 

 

“Geographies of the Anthropocene” encourages proposals that address one or 
more themes, including case studies, but welcome all volumes related to the 

interdisciplinary context of the Anthropocene. 

Published volumes are subject to a review process (double blind peer 

review) to ensure their scientific rigor. 

 

The volume proposals can be presented in English, Italian, French or Spanish. 

 

The choice of digital Open Access format is coherent with the flexible 

structure of the series, in order to facilitate the direct accessibility and 

usability by both authors and readers. 
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Preface 
 

JC Gaillard1 

 

 

Disaster studies is mostly an Anglophone business. It is dominated by 

researchers publishing in English and circulating ideas framed from a western 

cultural perspective. This hegemony has contributed to stereotyped 

understandings of disaster risk and of what should be done to reduce this risk 

as well as how to respond to disasters. Perspectives that do not fit Anglo-

Saxon ontologies (in their diversities) have largely been marginalised and 

voices from outside this realm have struggled to emerge. 

Of course, there have been some noticeable exceptions. Back in the early 

1970s, French Anthropologists have influenced the emergence of the so-

called vulnerability paradigm (Comité d’Information Sahel, 1975; Copans, 

1975) while, two decades later, members of La Red have contributed to the 

affirmation of the same ideas much beyond their Latin American base (e.g. 

Maskrey , 1993; Lavell and Franco, 1996). These initiatives have nonetheless 

been isolated and creative hotspots of disaster scholarships have long formed 

a patchy landscape of unconnected dots kept apart by ethnolinguistic 

differences. In consequence, many of these hotspots of disaster scholarship 

have long remained unknown to most researchers, policy makers and 

practitioners. 

This is fortunately changing. Firstly, there is the rapid emergence of East 

and South Asian scholars followed by researchers from the Middle East and 

Africa whose increasing academic production is contributing to more 

balanced views. Such trend is also progressively expanding to other countries 

where there has been a long tradition of research on disasters but hitherto only 

accessible to those who master local languages. Indeed, efforts of language 

translation, while respecting and showing cultural differences, are on the rise. 

For example, a number of books in English have recently been edited by 

Francophone (Revet and Langumier, 2015; Vinet, 2017), Italophone (Forino 

et al., 2018) and Lusophone (Marchezini et al., 2018) scholars. 

The present volume by Loredana Antronico and Fausto Marincioni, 

although in English, contributes to further breaking these cultural silos. It 

features the work of an array of Italian researchers from different social 

science backgrounds. It also includes contributions from Spain, Portugal,                                        
1 School of Environment, The University of Auckland, New Zealand, e-mail: 
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Mexico and India, thus participating in a much welcome multi-cultural 

dialogue on issues around disaster risk and disaster risk reduction. 

 

These fresh perspectives cover multiple dimensions of disaster risk, 

henceforth providing a wide panorama of current research initiatives in Italy 

and beyond. These range from the root causes of people’s vulnerability and 

risk perception, to information, preparedness, risk reduction, emergency 

management, recovery as well as broader issues around governance. These 

topics are addressed from both empirical and theoretical perspectives, thus 

providing an array of diverse and unique views to inform how we comprehend 

disaster risk. 

The case study of Mt Etna in Sicily is particularly interesting from the 

viewpoint of academic geopolitics. This volcano is obviously very well-

known and has stirred much interest beyond the borders of Italy. In fact, most 

key references on local risk, from a social science perspective, available to 

non-Italian speakers have been written by Anglophone scholars rather than 

locals (e.g. Chester et al., 1999, 2008; Dibben, 2008). It is therefore refreshing 

and welcome to be able to here read a chapter written by an Italian researcher 

who is actually based in the very city of Catania (Cannizzaro, this volume). 

In a nutshell, this book is a must read for all academics desirous of 

expanding their academic horizon. It is an easy read with short and punchy 

chapters all providing a unique view on a particular issue of broader 

relevance. It is ultimately a key step towards connecting the dots of disaster 

studies beyond stereotypes and from culturally diverse scholarships. 
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