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Abstract 

 

Etna volcano is primarily characterized by Strombolian activities, happening at the top craters or 

opening in mouths on the sides of the mountain, often producing temporary cones largely diffused 

along the slopes. There is a scientific and popular consensus about the existence of an actual but not 

immediate danger to people. The chapter deals with the geographical and historical process of 

human settlement diffusion in the Etna region over the last century and a half, considering social, 

cultural and economic motivations of people who voluntarily chose to live in this area, setting out a 

conscious coexistence with the biggest active volcano in Europe. Definitions of ‘sense of place’ and 

‘place attachment’ have been assumed as cultural geography's benchmarks for the analysis. 

Secondary and primary data have been achieved making a placed case study, and following the 

procedure suggested by Grounded Theory, namely mixing sources of diverse nature and comparing 

with the personal knowledge and geographical experience of the author. Main results are that all 

people are perfectly conscious of living in a risky place; but the love their home and their landscape, 

which is both the landscape of family memories and an important base for economic activities. The 

chapter gives a positive contribution in explaining the seemingly irrational behavior of people 

living under the shadow of an active volcano. 

 

Keywords: Etna volcano, risk, perception, person-place, topophilia.  

 

 

 

Works Cited 

 

Altman, I., Low, S.M. (Eds.), 2012, Place attachment, Springer Science and Business Media, 

Berlin. 

Anderson, K., Domosh, M., Pile, S., Thrift, N. (Eds.), 2003, Handbook of Cultural Geography. A 

Rough Guide, Sage Publication, London.  

Bonaccorso, A., Calvari, S., Coltelli, M., Del Negro, C., Falsaperla, S., 2004, Mt. Etna: volcano 

laboratory, American Geophysical Union Geophysical Monograph Series, 143, Washington DC.  

Buttimer, A., 1976, “Grasping the Dynamism of Lifeworld”, Annals of the Association of 

American Geographers, 66 (2), 277-292. 

                                                           
1
 Department of Humanities, University of Catania, Piazza Dante, 32 – 95100 Catania, Italy, e-mail: 

s.cannizzaro@unict.it. 

 



  
 

Natural Hazards and Disaster Risk Reduction Policies 

Loredana Antronico, Fausto Marincioni (Eds.) 

 

Cannizzaro, S., Corinto, G.L., 2014, Il ruolo degli immigrati nell’integrazione d’uso del territorio 

urbano e rurale. Il caso della Sicilia Sud-orientale. In: Atti del XXXI Congresso Geografico Italiano 

“Scomposizione e ricomposizione territoriale della città contemporanea”, Milano, 11-15 giugno 

2012, 351-362. 

Casey, E.S., 1998, “The production of space or the heterogeneity of place: A commentary on 

Edward Dimendberg and Neil Smith”, Philosophy and geography II: The production of public 

space, 71-80. 

Cirelli, C., Di Blasi, E., Porto, C.M., 2005, L’Etna: un percorso attraverso l’immaginario, la 

consapevolezza del rischio e la gestione del territorio. In: D’Aponte, T., (Ed.), Terre di vulcani, 

miti, linguaggi, paure, rischi, Aracne, Roma, 147-208.  

Cirelli, C., Nicosia, E., 2010, “The Myth of Mount Etna: between literature and 

cinematography”, Studi e Ricerche socio-territoriali, 0, 147-162. 

Conti, S., 1996, Geografia economica. Teorie e metodi (Vol. 1), Utet, Torino. 

Corbin, J., Strauss, A., 1990, “Grounded Theory Research: Procedures, Canons, and Evaluative 

Criteria”, Qualitative Sociology, 13(1), 3-21. 

Cresswell, T., 1996, In place/out of place: geography, ideology and transgression, University of 

Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, MN, USA.  

Cucuzza Silvestri, S., 1970, Genesi e morfologia degli apparati eruttivi secondari dell'Etna. In: 

Proceedings of the XX Italian Geographical Congress, 81-111. 

Davis, M., Ricci, T., Mitchell, L.M., 2005, “Perceptions of Risk for Volcanic Hazards at Vesuvio 

and Etna, Italy”, Australasian Journal of Disaster and Trauma Studies, 1, n.p. 

Di Blasi, A., 1972, L’emigrazione e la deruralizzazione della Sicilia nell'ultimo dopoguerra: 

1951-1971, Istituto di Scienze Geografiche, Università di Genova, Genova.  

Di Blasi, A., 1997, Per una definizione della regione etnea. In: AA.VV. (Eds.), Etna, mito 

d’Europa, Maimone Editore, Catania, 9-13. 

Dipartimento della Protezione Civile-Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri, (n. d.), Etna, Rischio 

vulcanico, http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/jcms/it/rischio_vulcanico_etna.wp. Accessed April 

8th, 2018. 

Feld, S., Basso, K., (Eds.), 1998, Senses of place, University of Washington Press, Washington, 

DC, USA. 

Formica, C., 1979, Lo spazio rurale nel Mezzogiorno. Esodo, desertificazione e 

riorganizzazione, ESI, Napoli. 

Gemmellaro, C., 1989, La vulcanologia dell’Etna: la topografia, la geologia, la storia delle sue 

eruzioni, la descrizione e lo esame de' fenomeni vulcanici, S. Cucuzza Silvestri Ed., Maimone 

editore, Catania.  

Giacomelli, L., Scandone R., 2007, Vulcani d’Italia, Liguori, Napoli.  

Glaser, B.G., Strauss, A.L., 1967, The Discovery of Grounded Theory: Strategies for Qualitative 

Research, Aldine Publishing Company, New York. 

ISTAT, (n. d.), Serie storiche, http://www4.istat.it/it/prodotti/banche-dati/serie-storiche. 

Accessed April 9th, 2018. 

Kvale, S., 2006, “Dominance Through Interviews and Dialogues”, Qualitative Inquiry, 12(3): 

480-500 

Mack, N., Woodsong, C., MacQueen, K.M., Guest, G., Namey, E., 2005, Qualitative research 

methods: a data collectors field guide, Family Health International, Triangle Park, NC. 



  
 

Natural Hazards and Disaster Risk Reduction Policies 

Loredana Antronico, Fausto Marincioni (Eds.) 

 

Malatesta, S., Rondinone, A, 2011, “La natura si ribella? Catastrofi e ambientalismo nella 

cinematografia hollywoodiana”. In: Dell’Agnese, E., Rondinone, A., (Eds.), Cinema, Ambiente, 

Territorio, Edizioni Unicopli, Milano, 33-50. 

Manzo, L.C., Devine-Wright P., (Eds.), 2013, Place attachment: Advances in theory, methods 

and applications, Routledge, London-New York. 

Massey, D., 1994, A global sense of place. In Massey, Space, place and gender, Polity Press, 

Cambridge, UK and The University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, MN, USA, 146–56.  

Mercatanti, L., 2013, “Etna and the perception of volcanic risk”, Geographical Review, 103(4), 

486-497. 

Palagiano, C., (Ed.), 2005, Linee tematiche di Geografia, Bologna, Pàtron.  

Pesaresi, C., 2003, “Le recenti eruzioni dell’Etna: danni materiali, interventi adottati, fenomeni 

anomali”, Semestrale di Studi e Ricerche di Geografia, I, 149-195.  

Regione Siciliana, 2013, Procedure di allertamento rischio vulcanico e modalità di fruizione per 

la zona sommitale del vulcano Etna, Palermo, Dipartimento Regionale della Protezione Civile, 

Servizio Rischio Vulcanico Etneo.  

Relph, E., 1976, Place and Placelessness, London, Pion.  

Relph, E., 2000, “Classics in human geography revisited, place and placelessness”, Progress in 

Human Geography, 24(4), 613-619. 

Sciascia, L., 2003, Opere: 1971-1983, Bompiani, Milano. 

Simon, H.A., 1993, “Decision making: Rational, nonrational, and irrational”, Educational 

Administration Quarterly, 29(3), 392-411. 

Stake, R.E., 1995, The Art of Case Study Research: Perspective in Practice, Sage, London.  

Thomson, M., Schwarz, M., 1993, Il rischio tecnologico, Guerini, Milano. 

Tuan, Y.F., 1977, Space and place: The perspective of experience, University of Minnesota 

Press, Minneapolis, MN, USA. 

Yin, R.K., 2013, Case study research: Design and Methods, Sage Publications, Thousand Oaks, 

CA. 

Zainal, Z., 2007, “Case study as a research method”, Jurnal Kemanusiaan bil., 9, 1-6.  

 

 

Websites 

 

https://www.go-etna.com/survey-of-an-outbreak/> [last access: May 8th, 2018]. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ [last access: May 8th, 2018]. 

https://wevillas.com/news/italy-new-spectacular-eruption-by-mount-etna-in-sicily [last access: 

May 9th, 2018]. 

 

 

 


