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Abstract

Living halfway between the real and the imaginary, the legendary is the natural habitat for the
metaphor. In the case of wild nature, like volcanoes, one of the oldest metaphors of these places is
that of giants. This figure is also present for Vesuvius, which rises near Naples, in southern Italy,
where would live trapped Alcyonaeus, the leader of the rebels who fought the gods of Greek Olympus
in the mythological Gigantomachy. The mount Vesuvius, being more than an expression of nature,
because it is a real cultural object “good to think”, over the last two millennia, but especially in the
last four centuries, has become a symbol, whose meaning changes depending on the context and
according to what we want to be said. Through dynamic and elastic narratives and images that have
passed from one generation to the next over the centuries, Vesuvius and its eruptions have marked
the life of the territory and the community that lives there. Folk tales often give shape to anguish, but
other times to passion and romance, certainly not only to destruction, but also to fertility. Vesuvius
threatens, but at the same time announces and warns people not to betray the link and the pact with
the land in which they live, a hard territory in which however everything is created, destroyed and
recreated, in a circularity that reunites the original compositional elements: the earth with the air, the
fire with the water.
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