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Abstract 

 

In such a historical dramatic period for the future of our planet and their inhabitants, the Alpine 

region stands at the heart of climate and environmental debate, providing new outlooks about research 

and unedited inputs for the “humanities”. The Alpine space constitutes a point of convergence within 

the sacred, the eighteenth-century science, the popular orality, the christian hagiography, the classical 

mythology, the traditional knowledge and the memory; and it marks a symbolic universe and a 

preferential observation point from which to look at the contemporary world, and our relationship 

with “nature”. 

The present contribution aims to presenting, through the fil rouge of the Alps, which have to be 

considered historical and cultural places built within space and time, the imaginaries linked to their 

symbolic and physical presence, the questions and the answers attempts that inhabitants and explorers 

of these places have formulated on the intention of giving “sense to the world" seizing its changes.     

Among the many legends about popular orality — and not just — which punctuate the Alpine 

imaginaries, the most widespread one is provided by the presence of some threatening mythological 

characters which possess a “very sharp ability to see”, forked tongues enabling them to freeze the 

green alpine pastures: those are dragoons, fantastic beasts, related to water elements, even in their 

solid form, to “evil”, to “demons”, and they sometimes become a very personification of glaciers, 

symbols of unpredictability and threat of “climate changes”. 

Until the end of eighteen century, a period which coincides, according to some scholars, with the 

Anthropocene advent, little or nothing was known about glaciers, monstrous ice seas, sliding snakes 

rolling down to the valley, and whose tongues warmed their way among the canyons. For a long time 

threatening and massive glaciers remained a mystery. 

Definitely the mountaineers feared them, they were scared about their progressive sloping forward, 

which could “to devour” pastures and fertile lands, just like it happened in the past ages, and the world 

“curse” was given to them. 

In this moment, due to climate changes, and high speed melting of glacial fronts, we are witnessing 

to the glacier disappearance and its irreversible decline. No more glaciers, no more dragoons, this is 

the future we are expecting, this is the “curse” of our times.  
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Mémoires de la Société Helvétique des Sciences naturelles, vol. I, partie 2. Zurigo. 

http://www.alexroddie.com/2015/01/illustrations-from-after-alpine-golden.html (ultimo accesso: 

19 novembre 2018). 

http://www.esf.org (ultimo accesso: 12 dicembre 2018). 

 

http://www.alexroddie.com/2015/01/illustrations-from-after-alpine-golden.html
http://www.esf.org/

