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The island born in the middle of the sea. Mitopoiesis, disasters and
microcosms

Ugo Vuoso?

Abstract

The earthquake that struck Casamicciola Terme, on the island of Ischia (Naples), in 1883, had
international resonance. The first earthquake in united Italy was also the first globalized earthquake
in the media and in the solidarity network that developed in support of the devastated communities.
In the historical memory of the island, it is preserved - in the myths, in the legends, in the oral
traditions - the memory of that catastrophe. The historical testimonies tell, in their most moved
participation, the profound bewilderment and disorientation that have been lived by the survivors of
1883, carriers of a peasant culture already in crisis. The testimonies collected during the 2017
earthquake highlight the persistence of beliefs and mythologies connected to places and earthquakes,
directing attention towards the apparent paradox of communities that, despite being hit by the disaster,
don’t want to abandon the homes and places of their lives.
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